The first of these views is that the key to social system reform is in getting rid of the last vestiges of the planned economy
The economy is fundamental here. The economic system is the basis of any system. The kind of economic system we have determines what kind of other systems we need.
What is fitting for a planned economic system is a big government. Government does all it can to monopolize everything, so if it's something that it is able to manage, government will be there controlling it. What is fitting for a market economy is a small government. If it's something that government does not need to manage, then government should do all it can to pass it on to the market or to society.
Since the beginning of the Reform and Opening, to achieve the transformation from a planned economy into a market economy, objectively speaking we have been met with the need to build a social system that both defers to and serves the market economy. However, because reform has occurred in different areas at a different pace, our social system has continued to operate according to the old model: government has entirely taken charge of all social matters, in turn causing a deficiency in social functions, and a decline in society's own vitality. Government has become more and more deeply submerged in all kinds of social conflicts.
As such, we must stick to our guns with market economy oriented reforms. We need to apply reforms to the administrative system, transform the functions of government, making conscientious and practical efforts to keep power contained within the enclosure of our institutions, building a small government. At the same time, we also need to get rid of the vestiges of the planned economy that remain in our social system, making real efforts to improve the capacity of society to organize itself, and the level to which it is self-governing, building a big society. Through reform we can clarify the boundaries between government and society, building an equal relationship between government and society, and create a new structure for social governance formed through a combination of top-down management by the administration and bottomup self-governance by society.
The second of the views I would like to share with you is that the essence of social development is in developing society and not in controlling society. We should be using forces outside of the system to kick-start reform within the system
The development of society means making society big, by which I mean for example nurturing grassroots and civic self-governing forces; to the greatest
